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Accomptant, Mr. Baston Buxey and Pay Master of the Works, Mr. Billers
Chief of Luckipore, Mr, Verelst Sea Custom Master and Mr. Harry Smyth
Land Custom Master.
139.    Mr. Nicholas Smythe having requested our  permission to resign
the service  we have consented to the same and he  accordingly returns to
Europe on the Denham.
140.    On  the   face  of  our   consultations   of  the   12th  November   and
17th  December  you  will observe  letters from Messrs Becher  and Culling
Smith concerning your accusation of them with respect to the copper etc.   To
those consultations we must beg leave to refer you for our proceedings thereon
and shall in this place only assure you that we are firmly persuaded neither
of those gentlemen connived at the copper etc., being landed nor were in any
shape concerned in the purchases.
141.    Captain  Wilson having  applied  to  us for  fifty  tons of saltpetre
on half freight we have complied with his  request and have loaded  that
quantity on the Calcutta as per seperate bill of lading.
142.    We have laden sundry goods  on the Calcutta amounting, as per
invoice  and bill of lading inclosed in her packet, to CRs. 900,500-0-0, and
on the Hardwicke sundry goods amounting, as per invoice and bill of lading
enclosed in that ship's packet, to CRs. 781,700-0-0.
143.    We have laden also sundry stores  on each of these ships for the
use of the island of St. Helena and have forwarded the invoices and bills of
lading for the same to the Governour and Council of that island.
144.    We have  shipped on the Calcutta  and Hardwicke twelve French
prisoners as per list enclosed in their packetts.
145.    The   Stormont, Captain  Fletcher,  arrived   in  the river   the  22nd
instant.   As she parted company with the Ajax and Houghton off the coast
of Arracan we are in hourly expectation of their arrival.
146.    We must beg leave to apologize for the incorrectness and badness
of the writing of the consultations etc., papers sent on these ships which has
been owing to all the junior servants taking up arms on the late expedition
against the Dutch and the business thereby being done in too great a hurry.
147.    Having fully spoken to every branch of your affairs at this Presi-
lency  under  their   established heads   we  cannot,  consistent  with   the   real
anxiety we feel for the future welfare of that respectable body for whom
you and we are in trust, close this address without expostulating with freedom
on the unprovoked  and general  asperity of your letter  per Prince Henry
packett.   Our sentiments on this head will, we doubt not, acquire additional
weight from the consideration of their being subscribed by a majority of your
Council who are at this very period quitting your service and consequently
independant and disinterested.   Permit us to say that the diction of your
Letter is most unworthy yourselves and us in whatever relation considered,
either as masters to servants or gentlemen to gentlemen.   Mere inadverten-
cies and casual neglects arising from an unavoidable and most complicated
confusion in the state of your affairs has been treated in such language and
sentiments as nothing but the most glaring and premeditated frauds could
warrant.    Groundless informations have without further scrutiny bore with
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